
2026-2027  Special Education, B.S.  1

SPECIAL EDUCATION, B.S.
Degree Requirements
Degree Requirements Credit Hours
General Education 1 41
Quantitative Requirement 2 3
Scientific literacy requirement 2 3-4
Professional Studies Core 12
Special Education Core (including both 
concentrations: Adapted and Accessing the 
General Curriculum K-12)

48

Licensure Requirements (or electives) 18
Total 122

1 The General Education program contains a set of requirements each 
student must fulfill. Some requirements may be fulfilled by courses 
within the major. Either EDUC 175 or PSYC 160, required for the 
professional studies core, also counts for General Education credit.

2 In addition to General Education. Consult the list of courses satisfying Bachelor 
of Science degree requirements on the Registrar's website (https://
www.jmu.edu/registrar/ba_and_bs_degree_courses.shtml).

Major Requirements
Code Title Credits
Professional Studies
PSYC 160 Life Span Human Development [C5SD] 3

or EDUC 175 Learning, Behavior and Engagement in Context [C5SD]
EDUC 200 Foundations of Education in the United States 3
EDUC 310 Teaching in a Diverse Society 3
EXED 200 Foundations of Exceptional Education 3
Subtotal 12
Special Education Core
EDUC 303 Foundations of Curriculum and Instruction 3
EXED 303 Foundations of Classroom and Behavior 

Management
3

EXED 407 Transitions of Learners with Disabilities 3
EXED 419 Foundations and Theories of Literacy for K-12 3
EXED 474 Assessment and Evaluation in Special Education 3
EXED 475 Program Planning in Special Education 3
EXED 484 Inclusive Practices in Special Education (must be 

taken for 3 credit hours)
3

EXED 485 Systematic Behavioral Support and Interventions 3
Subtotal 24
Required Adapted Curriculum Concentration Courses
EXED 342 Characteristics of Learners with Low Incidence 

Disabilities Accessing the Adapted Curriculum
3

EXED 429 Teaching Learners with Complex Care Needs 3
EXED 436 Communication Language and Literacy for 

Learners on the Adapted Curriculum
3

EXED 473 Methods of Instruction for Learners Accessing the 
Adapted Curriculum

3

Subtotal 12
Required General Curriculum Concentration Courses

EXED 341 Characteristics of Learners with Disabilities 
Accessing the General Curriculum

3

EXED 405 Alternative Math Instructional Methods and 
Supports for Students with Disabilities

3

EXED 450 Principles of Specialized Reading Instruction 3
EXED 477 Remedial Methods in Special Education 3
Subtotal 12
Licensure Requirements
Licensure requirements (18 credits) or electives (for students not 
pursuing licensure in special education. Will be decided between the 
student and the university advisor).
EXED 476 Practicum in Literacy and Assessment (taken once 

for 2 credits)
2

EXED 478 Supervised Practice in Special Education Methods 
(taken twice at 2 credits for a total of 4 credits)

4

EXED 480 Student Teaching in Special Education (taken 
twice for a total of 8 credits)

8

EXED 483 Teachers as Professionals (taken twice at 1 credit 
for a total of 2 credits)

2

EXED 486 Supervised Clinical Practice with Planning and 
Methods in Special Education (taken once for 2 
credits)

2

Subtotal 18

Total Credits 78
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