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PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCES, 
BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS 
CONCENTRATION, M.A. 
Program Director: Brian Leventhal 
Concentration Coordinator: Trevor Stokes 
Email: stokestf@jmu.edu 
Psychological Sciences Program Website (https://www.jmu.edu/chbs/
gradpsyc/psycsciences/index.shtml)

Mission
The mission of our program is to provide students advanced empirical 
research training in the psychological sciences.

Description
The psychological sciences program at James Madison University 
is a shared program between the Department of Psychology and the 
Department of Graduate Psychology that fosters the development of 
students interested in improving their research skills and preparing for 
doctoral education. The primary function of the program is to develop 
students' knowledge, skills and abilities in scientific inquiry, methods and 
analysis and to equip students to apply their research-based training as 
researchers, consultants and/or practitioners.

At the core of the program is course work in multiple content areas within 
psychology; course work in statistics, measurement and research design; 
a research apprenticeship; and a thesis. The culture of the program is 
consistent with that of doctoral programs, including expectations that 
students will develop a portfolio of scholarly accomplishments (e.g., 
publications and conference presentations) and participate in various 
extra-curricular activities related to their discipline. Regular attendance 
at program-wide roundtable discussions and concentration-specific 
meetings is expected and required.

Students develop expertise in a specialty area through selected course 
work and closely mentored experiences with a faculty adviser. Faculty 
advisers provide regular support and consultation regarding progress in 
the program and professional development.

This program is designed to be completed in 2 years. Summer courses 
are not required.

Program Goals
The primary goal of the program is to prepare students to pursue doctoral 
work; another goal is to prepare students for master's level employment 
in research-informed occupations.

While enrolled in this program students will:

• become familiar with the major concepts, theoretical perspectives, 
methodologies and empirical findings in fundamental areas of 
psychological science.

• develop the skills necessary to independently conduct and critique 
psychological research.

• acquire communication, information literacy and technology skills at 
a professional level.

• develop a professional identity that reflects the values of research 
scientists in psychology.

Purpose
The behavior analysis concentration is for students interested in 
pursuing a doctoral degree in behavior analysis or related disciplines 
(e.g., behavioral pharmacology, behavioral neuroscience, exceptional 
education); it is also for students interested in pursuing course work and 
experience requirements to qualify for examination to become a master's-
level Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA®).

Overview
In this concentration, students will complete course work, conduct 
research and participate in practicums designed to facilitate mastery of 
major concepts, principles, practices and theories in the experimental 
analysis of behavior, applied behavior analysis and the philosophy of 
radical behaviorism. Students in this concentration are required to 
complete their research apprenticeship and thesis requirements through 
collaborative research activities with faculty who approach the scientific 
study of behavior from a behavior-analytic conceptual and theoretical 
framework.

Other Experiences
In addition to course work and other requirements of the psychological 
sciences program (e.g., apprenticeship, research roundtable), students 
participate in concentration meetings where faculty and students 
discuss published research and professional issues related to behavior 
analysis. Additionally, students in the behavior analysis concentration 
may participate in the activities of various local, regional, national and 
international agencies, groups and professional organizations that 
advance the scientific study of behavior and its humane application to 
solve practical problems.

Licensure/Certification
This program meets the educational requirements for licensure or 
certification in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Please refer to the
JMU Professional Licensure Program Status by Jurisdiction Index
(https://www.jmu.edu/online/state-authorization/student-policies/
licensure.shtml) to determine if this JMU program meets the educational 
requirements specified by the associated licensing or certification agency 
in the state or territory in which you are located and other states and 
territories. Requirements vary by state and are subject to change. The 
information provided is current as of the review date indicated in the 
table.

Admission Requirements
• Completion of a baccalaureate degree with a satisfactory grade point 

average.
• Undergraduate course work in psychology, including at least one 

statistics and one psychological research methods course.
• Three letters of recommendation from faculty members familiar with 

previous academic performance and potential for graduate work.
• A curriculum vitae.
• Transcripts from all undergraduate and graduate programs attended.
• Completed application forms, including a statement of research 

interests, goals for graduate study and beyond, and how the 
psychological sciences program will help achieve these goals.
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Degree Requirements
Code Title Credits
Methods and Research Core
PSYC 605 Intermediate Inferential Statistics 3
PSYC 602 Psychological Research Methods 1 3

or PSYC 606 Measurement Theory
or PSYC 634 Behavior Assessment

PSYC 700 Thesis Research 2 6
PSYC 805 Single Case Experimentation 3
Subtotal 15
Content Courses
PSYC 610 Principles of Behavior Analysis 3
PSYC 632 Organizational Behavior Management 3
PSYC 633 Behavior Theory 3
PSYC 689 Ethics and Professional Development in ABA 3
PSYC 690 Experimental Analysis of Behavior 3
PSYC 695 Practicum 3 6
Subtotal 21

Total Credits 36

1 Students in the Behavior Analysis concentration should take PSYC 634.
2 The thesis must be an empirical study in either EAB or ABA. Must be 

taken for a total of 6 credits.
3 Taken a minimum 1-2 credits each semester for a minimum total of 6 

credits.


