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PRE-PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
MINOR
Coordinators: Katie Fisher and Kelly Schuhmann 
Email: pph@jmu.edu 
Phone: (540) 568-6652 
Pre-Physician Assistant Minor Website (https://www.jmu.edu/
academics/undergraduate/minors/pre-physician-assistant.shtml)

Program Description
The Pre-Physician Assistant program provides guidance on courses, 
experiential activities, and competencies for students that are preparing 
to be competitive applicants to graduate Physician Assistant (M.P.A.S.) 
programs after completing their Bachelor's degree at James Madison 
University. The Pre-PA program is a minor that students complete as part 
of their baccalaureate degree.

Declaring Pre-Physician Assistant 
(Admission Standards)
Incoming first-year and transfer students can declare pre-physician 
assistant without verification from PPH Advising (https://
catalog.jmu.edu/student-services-resources-academic-campus-life/pre-
professional-health-advising/). Current students can request to declare 
the minor through MyMadison but will need approval for the request to 
be granted. If the student has completed fewer than 12 hours of biology 
and chemistry (BC) credits, the request will be granted after verification of 
course work. If the student has completed 12 hours or more BC credits, 
the request will be granted if the BC GPA is 2.70 or greater.

Pre-Physician Assistant Progression 
Standards
After completing 12 hours of biology or chemistry (BC) coursework, pre-
physician assistant students undergo academic reviews twice a year.

Pre-physician assistant students whose BC GPA falls below the 
standard of a 2.70 are at high risk of not being admitted to physician 
assistant school and will receive targeted advising focused on academic 
improvement and career exploration. If a student falls below the standard 
in a subsequent performance review, the pre-physician assistant minor 
will be administratively dropped. Students may re-enter the minor upon 
meeting the 2.70 BC GPA requirement.

Additional Information
Pre-professional health programs do not ensure that all prerequisites for 
admission to health professions schools are met. Students should inquire 
with physician assistant schools of interest, including JMU, to confirm 
details of admission requirements.

Minor Requirements
Code Title Credits
Courses
BIO 140 
& 140L

Foundations of Biology I [C3NS] 
and Foundations of Biology I Laboratory [C3L]

4

BIO 150 
& 150L

Foundations of Biology II 
and Foundations of Biology II Laboratory

4

BIO 240 
& 240L

Genetics 
and Genetics Laboratory

4

BIO 245 
& 245L

General Microbiology 
and General Microbiology Laboratory

4

BIO 270 
& 270L

Human Physiology [C3NS] 
and Human Physiology Laboratory [C3L]

4

or BIO 370 Human and Animal Physiology
BIO 290 
& 290L

Human Anatomy 
and Human Anatomy Laboratory

4

CHEM 131 
& 131L

General Chemistry I [C3PP] 
and General Chemistry Laboratory [C3L]

4

CHEM 132 
& 132L

General Chemistry II 
and General Chemistry Laboratory

4

CHEM 241 
& 241L

Organic Chemistry I 
and Concepts of Organic Chemistry Laboratory 1

4

HTH 210 Medical Terminology 3
Subtotal 39
Biochemistry
CHEM 260 Concepts of Biochemistry 3

or CHEM 361 Biochemistry I
Subtotal 3
Behavioral Science (PSYC)
Recommend choosing from the following: 6

PSYC 101 General Psychology [C5SD]
PSYC 160 Life Span Human Development [C5SD]
PSYC 250 Introduction to Abnormal Psychology

Subtotal 6
Statistics
MATH 220 Elementary Statistics [C3QR] 3

or MATH 229 Introduction to Applied Statistics Using R [C3QR]
Subtotal 3

Total Credits 51

1 CHEM 242L may be substituted for CHEM 241L. The CHEM 242L
corequisite is CHEM 242.

Recommended Electives (Not Required)
Code Title Credits
BIO 304 Cell and Molecular Biology 3
BIO 425 Immunology 3
BIO 482 Human Histology 4
CHEM 260L Concepts of Biochemistry Laboratory 1
Additional MATH course 3
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