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NURSING, M.S.N.
Degree Requirements
Code Title Credits
M.S.N. Core Courses
All M.S.N. students complete the following core courses:
NSG 520 Advanced Health Assessment 1 3
NSG 521 Advanced Concepts in Pathophysiology 1 3
NSG 522 Advanced Clinical Pharmacotherapeutics 1 3
NSG 611 Research for the Advanced Health Professional 3
NSG 612 Theoretical Foundations of Advanced Nursing 3
NSG 690 Epidemiology and Population Assessment 3
NSG 692 Health Policy for Practice and Advocacy 3

Total Credits 21

1 NA concentration does not require NSG 520, NSG 521, or NSG 522.

Concentrations
Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) Concentration
The FNP (or Family/Across the Lifespan) concentration requires a total 
of 49 credits. The FNP concentration meets the competencies outlined 
by the National Organization of the Nurse Practitioner Faculties (NONPF) 
and the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN). Students 
complete 780 contact practicum hours.

Code Title Credits
M.S.N. Core Courses
Complete M.S.N. core courses 21
Subtotal 21
Concentration Courses
NSG 630 Care Delivery and Coordination I 3
NSG 631 Care Delivery and Coordination II 3
NSG 632 Coordinated Care of the Elderly 3
NSG 634 Advanced Nursing Role Development 1
NSG 635 Care Delivery and Coordination: Pediatrics 3
NSG 636 Care Delivery and Coordination: Female 

Reproductive Health
2

NSG 671 NP Practicum I (180 practicum hours) 3
NSG 672 NP Practicum II (Repeatable; students must earn a 

total of five credit hours) (300 practicum hours)
5

NSG 673 NP Practicum III (Repeatable; students must earn 
a total of five credit hours) (300 practicum hours)

5

Subtotal 28

Total Credits 49

Adult/Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner 
(AGPCNP) Concentration
The AGPCNP concentration requires 46 credits. The AGPCNP 
concentration meets the competencies outlined by the National 
Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties (NONPF) and the American 
Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN). Students complete 780 
contact practicum hours.

Code Title Credits
M.S.N. Core Courses
Complete M.S.N. core courses 21
Subtotal 21
Concentration Courses
NSG 630 Care Delivery and Coordination I 3
NSG 631 Care Delivery and Coordination II 3
NSG 632 Coordinated Care of the Elderly 3
NSG 634 Advanced Nursing Role Development 1
NSG 636 Care Delivery and Coordination: Female 

Reproductive Health
2

NSG 671 NP Practicum I (180 practicum hours) 3
NSG 672 NP Practicum II (Repeatable; students must earn a 

total of five credit hours) (300 practicum hours)
5

NSG 673 NP Practicum III (Repeatable; students must earn 
a total of five credit hours) (300 practicum hours)

5

Subtotal 25

Total Credits 46

Clinical Nurse Leader (CNL) Concentration
The Clinical Nurse Leader (CNL) concentration is one of two leadership 
options. Applicants to the CNL concentration who have a BSN must 
complete 38 credit hours of study. A transcript analysis will be completed 
on all students who have an associate degree in nursing (ADN) from an 
accredited nursing program and an undergraduate baccalaureate degree 
in another field to determine any gaps in meeting the Essentials of a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing. During this transcript review, the plan of 
study may include up to 11 extra credits. Students are admitted for full-
time or part-time study.

The CNL option is designed to meet the competencies established 
by the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN). CNL 
students are required to complete 500 practicum hours. The CNL 
concentration prepares nurses to establish leadership in providing direct 
clinical care, and graduates of the CNL program are eligible to take the 
CNL certification examination offered by the Commission on Nurse 
Certification.

Code Title Credits
M.S.N. Core Courses
Complete M.S.N. core courses 21
Subtotal 21
Concentration Courses
NSG 650 Organizational Behavior in Health Care 3
NSG 651 Leadership Development 3
NSG 653 Educational Methodologies for Nurse Leaders 3
NSG 676 Clinical Nurse Leader Practicum I (Repeatable. 

Must be taken for four credit hours for a total of 
250 practicum hours.)

4

NSG 677 Clinical Nurse Leader Practicum II (Repeatable. 
Must be taken for four credit hours for a total of 
250 practicum hours.)

4

Subtotal 17

Total Credits 38
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Nurse Administrator (NA) Concentration
The Nurse Administrator (NA) concentration is one of two leadership 
options. Applicants to the NA concentration who have a BSN must 
complete a total of 32 credit hours of study. A transcript analysis will 
be completed on all students who have an associate degree in nursing 
(ADN) from an accredited nursing program and an undergraduate 
baccalaureate degree in another field to determine any gaps in meeting 
the Essentials of a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. During this transcript 
review, the plan of study may include up to 11 extra credits. Students are 
admitted for full-time or part-time study.

The NA curriculum requires a student to complete 480 practicum hours 
and is designed to meet the competencies established by the American 
Organization of Nurse Leaders (AONL). The NA option prepares graduates 
to assume management positions within healthcare organizations.

Code Title Credits
M.S.N. Core Courses
Complete M.S.N. core courses 21
Subtotal 21
Concentration Courses
NSG 650 Organizational Behavior in Health Care 3
NSG 651 Leadership Development 3
NSG 655 Concepts for Nurse Administrators 3
NSG 678 Nursing Administration Practicum I (Repeatable. 

Must be taken for four credit hours for a total of 
240 practicum hours.)

4

NSG 679 Nursing Administration Practicum II (Repeatable. 
Must be taken for four credit hours for a total of 
240 practicum hours.)

4

Graduate Electives 3
Subtotal 20

Total Credits 41

Options Offered in Conjunction with Shenandoah University

Nurse Midwifery (NMW) Option
The Nurse Midwifery option is offered in conjunction with Shenandoah 
University. Students complete the first year of study (22 credits) at 
James Madison University, and the second year of study at Shenandoah 
University (26 credits). The JMU credits may be taken part-time or full-
time. The second year of nurse midwifery courses is taken in full-time 
study at Shenandoah University. Student will graduate with a degree 
from James Madison University and a Post Graduate Certificate in Nurse 
Midwifery from Shenandoah University.

Students who receive a Post Graduate Certificate in Midwifery will be 
eligible to take the national certification examination from the American 
Midwifery Certification Board to become certified nurse-midwives.

Courses Taken at JMU
In addition to 21 credit hours of nursing core courses, students will take 
the following course at JMU:

Code Title Credits
NSG 634 Advanced Nursing Role Development 1

Courses Taken at Shenandoah University
Students take 26 credit hours at Shenandoah University. Refer to
Shenandoah University's Graduate Catalog (https://www.su.edu/

academics/academic-resources-information/undergraduate-and-
graduate-catalogs/) for most recent information on their course listing for 
the NMW Post Masters Certificate.

Core and Option Total: 48 Credit Hours

Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner (PMHNP) 
Option
The Psychiatric Mental Health option is offered in conjunction with 
Shenandoah University. Students complete the first year of study (22 
credit hours) at James Madison University, and the second year of study 
at Shenandoah University (29 credit hours). The JMU credits may be 
taken part-time or full-time. The second year of psychiatric mental health 
courses is taken in full-time study at Shenandoah University. Student 
will graduate with a degree from James Madison University and a Post 
Graduate Certificate in Psychiatric Mental Health from Shenandoah 
University.

Students who receive a Post Graduate Certificate in PMHNP will 
be eligible to take the Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner certification 
examination given by the American Nurse Credentialing Center (ANCC).

Courses Taken at JMU
In addition to 21 credit hours of nursing core courses, students will take 
the following course at JMU:

Code Title Credits
NSG 634 Advanced Nursing Role Development 1

Courses Taken at Shenandoah University
Students take 29 credit hours at Shenandoah University. Refer to
Shenandoah University's Graduate Catalog (https://www.su.edu/
academics/academic-resources-information/undergraduate-and-
graduate-catalogs/) for current information on their course listing for the 
PMHNP Post Masters Certificate.

Core and Option Total: 51 Credit Hours
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