2026-2027

MIDDLE EASTERN
COMMUNITIES AND
MIGRATIONS MINOR

Minor Requirements

Students are required to take 18 credits comprised of six credits of core
course work and 12 credits of electives. Students may take no more than
nine credits from a single academic unit.

The College of Arts and Letters (https://catalog.jmu.edu/colleges/
college-arts-letters/) departments offer a number of courses listed
generically, usually at the 300— and 400-level (including disciplinary
capstone and methodology courses, often numbered 395) that can also
count toward the MECM minor under certain circumstances.

Code Title Credits
Foundational Courses
Choose two of the following: 6
REL 250 Introduction to Islam
HIST 352 The Premodern Middle East: Themes and
Intersections
HIST 353 The Global Middle East
Subtotal 6
Electives
Choose 12 credit hours from the following options. Special topics 12

courses listed below may count toward the minor if they include
substantial content relating to the foci and goals of the program.
Contact the program coordinator to discuss applying a special topics
course to the MECM minor.

ARAB 101 Elementary Arabic |

ARAB 102 Elementary Arabic Il

ARAB 111 Intensive Arabic |

ARAB 212 Intensive Arabic Il

ARAB 231 Intermediate Arabic |

ARAB 232 Intermediate Arabic Il

ARAB 301 Pop Culture through Language

ARAB 322 Language Landscapes

ARAB 330 Business Arabic

ARAB 335 A Journey through Literature

ARAB 340 Intermediate Arabic Conversation

ARAB 400 Advanced Arabic Writing and Conversation
ARAB 447 Special Topics in Arabic Civilization and Culture
ARAB 448 Special Topics in Arabic Linguistics

ARTH 332 Islamic Art and Architecture

ARTH 419 Topics in African Art

ARTH 424 Arts of Ancient Egypt

ARTH 440 City of Jerusalem

ARTH 446 Renaissance Art and the East

ENG 430 Advanced Studies in Comparative Literature
ENG 433 Advanced Studies in Arabic Literature

HIST 348 Maps and Mobility in Islamic World History
HIST 351 War in Afghanistan: Local and Global Perspectives
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HIST 352 The Premodern Middle East: Themes and
Intersections

HIST 353 The Global Middle East

HIST 372 Modern Afghanistan

HIST 373 History of the Ottoman Empire, 1453-1922

HIST 473 Early Modern Islamic Empires

HIST 485 Colonial Knowledge Production in the Middle East
and South Asia

HUM 252 Global Cultures [C2HQC] (when topic is Islamic
Civilization or Turkey: Meeting of East and West)

PERS 101 Elementary Persian |

PERS 102 Elementary Persian II

PERS 231 Intermediate Persian |

PERS 232 Intermediate Persian I

POSC 340 Politics of Development

POSC 354 Politics of the Middle East

POSC 361 Topics in International Relations

POSC 371 Topics in Comparative Politics

REL 201 Introduction to Hebrew Bible / Old Testament

REL 202 Introduction to the New Testament

REL 220 Introduction to Judaism

REL 250 Introduction to Islam

REL 300 Selected Topics in Religion

REL 306 Gender and Sexuality in Islam

REL 307 Knowledge, Identity and Power in Islamic Societies

REL 383 The Global Refugee Crisis and Religion

SOCI 311 Sociology of the Environment

SOCI 321 Politics in Society

SOCI 360 Social Movements

WLC 490 Special Studies: World Languages and Cultures in
Translation

Subtotal 12
Total Credits 18
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