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MEDIA ARTS AND DESIGN,
B.A.

Degree Requirements

Degree Requirements Credit Hours

General Education’ 4
Foreign Language classes (intermediate level 0-12
required)z'

Philosophy course (in addition to General 3
Education courses)

Major requirements 4 48
University electives 16-28
Total 120

! The General Education program contains a set of requirements each

student must fulfill.

The foreign language requirement may be satisfied by successful
completion of the second semester of the intermediate level of the
student's chosen language (typically 232) or by placing out of that
language through the Department of World Languages and Cultures'
placement test.

The foreign language and philosophy requirements may be satisfied by
courses in the breadth requirement for the major, except for PHIL 120
and PHIL 150.

A student must complete a minimum of 48 credits for the media arts
and design major (42 SMAD credits and 6 non-Media Arts and Design,
B.A. breadth credits). In addition to courses in the School of Media Arts
and Design, students must complete at least 72 non-SMAD credits.

Major Requirements

Code Title Credits
Core Requirements

SMAD 101 Introduction to Media Arts and Design 3
SMAD 201 Foundations of Visual Communication Design 3
SMAD 202 Foundations of Audio—-Visual Storytelling 3
SMAD 203 Foundations of User Experience Design 3
SMAD 204 Foundations of Media Storytelling and Research 3
SMAD 301 The Media Arts: Culture by Design 3
SMAD 400 Senior Assessment in Media Arts and Design 0
SMAD 450 Law of Media Arts and Design 3
Subtotal 21
Breadth Requirement

To be accomplished visual storytellers, students seeking a degree 6

in media arts and design require extra breadth in foreign language
and philosophy. Students seeking a Bachelor of Arts degree in
media arts and design must complete any foreign language class
between course numbers 212 or 232-399. In addition, those students
must complete any 100-300 level philosophy course or PHIL 466 or
PHIL 468. '

Concentration

Media Arts and Design, B.A. 1

Media arts and design majors apply for and are assigned to one of 21
four concentrations listed below (creative advertising, digital video

and cinema, interactive design, journalism), and must complete all
requirements for that concentration. Students are restricted from

taking classes in other concentrations unless there is room and
permission is granted.

Total Credits 48
! Classes that satisfy the breadth requirements for media arts

and design that qualify as satisfying the university’s degree
requirements will also fulfill the university degree requirements.
(PHIL 120 and PHIL 150 do not fulfill the university's degree
requirements for philosophy.) In no case may a student double-
count a general education class toward the university B.A. degree
requirements.

Media Arts and Design Concentrations
Creative Advertising Concentration

This professionally-oriented concentration provides students with

the knowledge and skills to create and manage advertising programs
emphasizing new media. In addition to the theoretical concepts
underlying advertising, students learn strategic creative writing, effective
message design and media production. Students also learn strategic
planning, implementation and evaluation of new media technologies, and
research and analysis of current trends and applications. The program
reviews ethical and legal issues involved in the creative advertising
process and the use of new media. Students planning careers in creative
advertising should obtain a broad liberal arts education to better
understand the characteristics that make the diversified communication
process effective across various media and organizations.

Code Title Credits
Required Courses

SMAD 242 Introduction to Advertising and New Media 3
SMAD 252 Copywriting for Advertising ! 3
SMAD 342 Elements of Creative Advertising 3
SMAD 443 Creative Advertising Campaigns 3
Subtotal 12

Applied Skills Courses

Choose one of the following: 3
SMAD 210 News Reporting and Writing
SMAD 220 Copy Editing
SMAD 225 Photojournalism
SMAD 305 Special Topics in Media Production 2
SMAD 307 Interactive Design Web |
SMAD 310 Advanced Reporting and Writing
SMAD 315 Digital Social Media Advertising
SMAD 327 User-Centered Research and Usability Evaluation
SMAD 332 Visual Communication Design
SMAD 497 Advanced Projects in Media Arts and Design

Subtotal 3
Critical Analysis Courses

Choose two of the following: 6
SMAD 321 The Media Arts: Culture by Design in London 8
SMAD 360 British Media and Society 3
SMAD 372 Media History
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SMAD 373 Media Analysis and Criticism

SMAD 380 Introduction to Film

SMAD 398 Critical Studies in Media Arts and Design 2

SMAD 460 Film and Society

SMAD 461 Film as Art

SMAD 462 Documentary in Film and Television

SMAD 463  Film Adaptations *

SMAD 464 Contemporary American Film

SMAD 465 The Entertainment Industry 4

SMAD 466 British Film Adaptations °

SMAD 470 New Media and Society

SMAD 471 Media Ethics

SMAD 472 Media and Politics

SMAD 473 British Media and Politics 3

SMAD 498 Senior Seminar in Media Arts and Design
Subtotal 6
Total Credits 21

' This course fulfills the College of Arts and Letters writing-intensive

requirement for the major.
2 These courses satisfy concentration requirements when the topic is
appropriate.
These courses are offered as part of the Semester in London program.
* This course is offered in the JMU in LA summer study away program.

Digital Video and Cinema Concentration

The core mission of the digital video and cinema concentration is to
prepare students to be visual storytellers. Students will develop a broad
understanding of the aesthetics, techniques and technologies that
embody the visual storytelling process as well as a critical perspective
of how media tools are used to create content, convey information and
impact audiences.

The program offers preparation in writing, development, production and
post-production in various genres, and an exploration of the continuously
evolving commercial and artistic potential of visual media and story.
Digital video and cinema students are encouraged to complement their
concentration with a robust liberal arts experience that could include a
minor and/or a second major. An internship is also recommended.

Code Title Credits
Required Courses
SMAD 302 Video Production
Choose one of the following:
SMAD 250 Scriptwriting
SMAD 251 Screenplay Writing
SMAD 253 The Shooting Script: The Process of Script to
Screen '
Choose one of the following: 3
SMAD 407 Business and Management of Digital Media
SMAD 410 The Creative Producer 2
Subtotal 9
Applied Skills Courses
Choose two of the following: 6
SMAD 303 Post Production
SMAD 304 Audio Production
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SMAD 305 Special Topics in Media Production

SMAD 306 Studio Production

SMAD 312 Cinematography

SMAD 340 Advanced Screenplay Writing

SMAD 402 Motion Graphic Design and Production
SMAD 403 Documentary Production

SMAD 405 Producing and Directing

SMAD 497 Advanced Projects in Media Arts and Design

Subtotal 6
Critical Analysis Courses

Choose two of the following: 6
SMAD 321  The Media Arts: Culture by Design in London °
SMAD 372 Media History
SCOM 360 British Media and Society 3
SMAD 373 Media Analysis and Criticism
SMAD 380 Introduction to Film
SMAD 398 Critical Studies in Media Arts and Design 4
SMAD 460  Film and Society *
SMAD 461 Film as Art
SMAD 462 Documentary in Film and Television
SMAD 463  Film Adaptations *
SMAD 464 Contemporary American Film
SMAD 465 The Entertainment Industry 2
SMAD 466 British Film Adaptations °
SMAD 470 New Media and Society
SMAD 471 Media Ethics
SMAD 472 Media and Politics
SMAD 473 British Media and Politics >
SMAD 498 Senior Seminar in Media Arts and Design
Subtotal 6
Total Credits 21

' This course is offered in the JMU in New York summer study away
program.
This course is offered in the JMU in LA summer study away program.
% These courses are offered as part of the Semester in London program.
* These courses satisfy concentration requirements when the topic is
appropriate.

Interactive Design Concentration

This concentration serves students interested in digital convergence —
the delivery of content via multiple media formats such as text, images,
audio, video and interactive websites. Students are involved in content
creation and distribution using diverse communications media and

are prepared for a variety of roles in media industries. Class work and
practical experiences are grounded in online media and provide students
with opportunities to develop additional skills using other media formats.
At the same time, the program encourages students to obtain a broad
liberal arts education so they will understand the theories, design,
legalities and applications of convergence in society.

Code Title Credits
Required Courses

SMAD 307 Interactive Design Web |

SMAD 317 User Interaction Design
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SMAD 417 Business and Management of Interactive Design 3
Subtotal
Intermediate Applied Skills Course
Choose one of the following: 3
SMAD 305 Special Topics in Media Production !
SMAD 308 Interactive Design Il
SMAD 315 Digital Social Media Advertising
SMAD 327 User-Centered Research and Usability Evaluation
SMAD 332 Visual Communication Design

Subtotal 3

Advanced Applied Skills Course

Choose one of the following: 3
SMAD 404
SMAD 408
SMAD 497 Advanced Projects in Media Arts and Design

Subtotal 3

Critical Analysis Courses

Advanced Interactive Design
Converged Media Lab

Choose two of the following: 6
SMAD 321 The Media Arts: Culture by Design in London 2
SMAD 360 British Media and Society 2
SMAD 372 Media History
SMAD 373 Media Analysis and Criticism
SMAD 380 Introduction to Film
SMAD 398 Critical Studies in Media Arts and Design
SMAD 460 Film and Society
SMAD 461 Film as Art
SMAD 462 Documentary in Film and Television
SMAD 463 Film Adaptations
SMAD 464 Contemporary American Film
SMAD 465  The Entertainment Industry ®
SMAD 466 British Film Adaptations 2
SMAD 470 New Media and Society
SMAD 471 Media Ethics
SMAD 472 Media and Politics
SMAD 473 British Media and Politics 2
SMAD 498 Senior Seminar in Media Arts and Design
Subtotal 6

Total Credits 21

! These courses satisfy concentration requirements when the topic is
appropriate.

2 These courses are offered as part of the Semester in London program.
3 This course is offered in the JMU in LA summer study away program.

Journalism Concentration

This professionally-oriented program enables students to develop
reporting, writing, editing and production skills needed to work in
magazines, newspapers, video/broadcast and new media journalism
through course work, internships and other practical experiences. At
the same time the program encourages students to obtain a broad
liberal arts education so they will understand many of the issues facing
contemporary society.

Code

Required Courses
SMAD 210

SMAD 309

SMAD 310

SMAD 471
Subtotal

Media Arts and Design, B.A. 3

Intermediate Applied Skills Course

Title Credits
News Reporting and Writing ! 3
Video Journalism 3
Advanced Reporting and Writing 3
Media Ethics 3
12

3

Choose one of the following:

SMAD 220 Copy Editing
SMAD 225 Photojournalism
SMAD 243 Sport Communication Techniques: Broadcasting
SMAD 305 Special Topics in Media Production
SMAD 307 Interactive Design Web |
SMAD 315 Digital Social Media Advertising
SMAD 327 User-Centered Research and Usability Evaluation
SMAD 332 Visual Communication Design
SMAD 403 Documentary Production
Subtotal 8
Advanced Applied Skills Course
Choose one of the following: 3
SMAD 409 Electronic News Producing and Editing
SMAD 421 Feature Magazine Production
SMAD 422 Multimedia Journalism
SMAD 497 Advanced Projects in Media Arts and Design (when
topic is appropriate)
Subtotal 3
Critical Analysis Course
Choose one of the following: 2 3
SMAD 321 The Media Arts: Culture by Design in London 3
SMAD 360 British Media and Society 3
SMAD 372 Media History
SMAD 373 Media Analysis and Criticism
SMAD 380 Introduction to Film
SMAD 398 Critical Studies in Media Arts and Design 4
SMAD 460 Film and Society
SMAD 461 Film as Art
SMAD 462 Documentary in Film and Television
SMAD 463 Film Adaptations
SMAD 464 Contemporary American Film
SMAD 465 The Entertainment Industry S
SMAD 466 British Film Adaptations °
SMAD 470 New Media and Society
SMAD 471 Media Ethics (already required of Journalism
concentrators)
SMAD 472 Media and Politics
SMAD 473 British Media and Politics >
SMAD 498 Senior Seminar in Media Arts and Design
Subtotal 8
Total Credits 21

! This course fulfills the College of Arts and Letters writing-intensive

requirement for the major.
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2 SMAD 471 is required of journalism concentrators. They must select an
additional Critical Analysis course

3 These courses are offered as part of the Semester in London program.

* These courses satisfy concentration requirements when the topic is
appropriate.

® This course is offered in the JMU in LA summer study away program.



