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LITERACY EDUCATION 
CERTIFICATE
Program Description
The Graduate Certificate in Literacy Education program is to prepare 
educators who want to serve in reading specialist roles in the public 
schools. Goals for candidates completing the certificate program include 
developing expertise in literacy instruction for all students across all 
domains of reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and representing; 
becoming experts at literacy assessment at the program, intervention 
and individual levels; and becoming leaders in professional development 
for teacher-colleagues and families. The certificate program is designed 
for experienced classroom teachers who already hold a master's degree 
but still seek to add a reading specialist endorsement to their teaching 
license. The program is designed for completion on a part-time student 
basis. (Prior to receiving the reading specialist endorsement, candidates 
must have a minimum of three years of teaching experience. This 
certificate program provides the didactic coursework required for the 
endorsement; it does not include experiences that fulfill the requirement 
for years of teaching experience.)

Admission Requirements
• Master's degree from a regionally accredited college/university
• Valid teaching license
• Professional resume
• Personal statement
• Two letters of recommendation

Certificate Requirements
Code Title Credits
Required Courses
LED 588 Writing Instruction 3
LED 595 Literacy Across the Curriculum 3
LED 602 Word Knowledge: Phonics, Spelling, and 

Vocabulary
3

LED 658 Practicum in Literacy Assessment and 
Intervention I

3

LED 660 Practicum in Literacy Assessment and 
Intervention II

3

Total Credits 15


