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EDUCATION, INITIAL 
LICENSURE IN MIDDLE 
EDUCATION CONCENTRATION, 
M.A.T. 
Program Mission
This Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) in education with a concentration 
in middle education is designed specifically for, and only available to, 
candidates who already possess an undergraduate degree and who 
decide to pursue a teaching license after graduation or at the end of their 
undergraduate career. In addition, after a thorough transcript review, 
candidates must meet all required content area competencies for their 
chosen area of instruction as set forth by the Virginia Department of 
Education (VDOE) in order to be eligible for a Virginia teaching license in 
middle education upon completion of this program.

This four-term graduate licensure program starts with foundational 
pedagogical concepts and skills, with the subsequent semesters building 
on those experiences. Candidates who complete the program will 
participate in field experiences in addition to student teaching, as well 
as be fully equipped with essential teacher "tool-kit" skills for successful 
classroom instruction. If a candidate has content area coursework 
remaining, their program may extend beyond four terms in order to meet 
all requirements for licensure.

Graduates of this program will:

• Learn how to be an educator through hands-on and practical learning 
experiences

• Design and deliver curricula that effectively impact student learning
• Implement cutting-edge best practices for classroom instruction
• Value diversity of and collaborate with colleagues, parents and 

students
• Experience fieldwork hours in diverse school settings in addition to 

student teaching
• Learn from nationally recognized faculty who consistently deliver real, 

formative support
• Be reflective practitioners who continually evaluate their instruction
• Value lifelong learning, engage in professional development and 

conduct educational research
• Help alleviate the Virginia teacher shortage

*Our programs specifically prepare students for a Virginia Teaching License. 
Contact the Education Support Center (https://www.jmu.edu/coe/esc/
index.shtml) for more information on how to be eligible for an out-of-state 
license after completion of our program.

This program is designed to be completed in 1.5 years. Summer courses 
are required.

Licensure/Certification
Candidates should note that actual teacher licensure requirements 
may differ from the catalog requirements listed for a program because 
changes enacted by the Virginia Department of Education or accrediting 
agencies may have occurred after the catalog copy was approved. 

Therefore, it is important for students to confer with their education 
advisors on a regular basis.

This program meets the educational requirements for licensure or 
certification in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Please refer to the
JMU Professional Licensure Program Status by Jurisdiction Index
(https://www.jmu.edu/online/state-authorization/student-policies/
licensure.shtml) to determine if this JMU program meets the educational 
requirements specified by the associated licensing or certification agency 
in the state or territory in which you are located and/or in which you 
plan to obtain licensure. Requirements vary by state and are subject 
to change. The information provided is current as of the review date 
indicated in the table.

Admission Criteria
Program pre-requisites:

• An undergraduate degree from an accredited college or university.
• A minimum cumulative undergraduate GPA of 2.7 or above.
• Minimum grade of "C" in a "foundations of education and the teaching 

profession" course. JMU's EDUC 200 Foundations of Education in the 
United States satisfies this requirement.

• Minimum grade of "C" in a "human development and learning 
(birth through adolescence)" course. JMU's EDUC 175 Learning, 
Behavior and Engagement in Context or PSYC 160 Life Span Human 
Development satisfies this requirement.

• Minimum grade of "C" in a college-level writing course.
• Minimum grade of "C" in a college-level English literature course.
• Passing score on the Praxis Core Math Assessment, JMU ALEKS 

math placement test or satisfactory SAT/ACT math section score 
(sent to MSME Department (https://catalog.jmu.edu/academic-
departments/department-middle-secondary-mathematics-
education/); contact for more information).

Application Requirements:

• Resume (upload with online application)
• Goal statement (upload with online application)
• Virginia passing score on the Praxis Subject Assessment. Candidates 

may be conditionally admitted to the program but must submit 
a passing score to the JMU Education Support Center prior to 
beginning more than 12 credit hours of M.A.T. graduate coursework

• Interview with program director (will be scheduled after submission 
of application)

Application Deadlines:

• Applications open August 1
• Priority consideration deadline is February 1
• Application deadline is April 1

Degree Requirements
Candidates must complete 36 hours of graduate coursework including 
student teaching and a comprehensive action research project. All 
graduate-level coursework must be completed with a minimum grade 
of "B-." In addition, all content area course requirements must be met in 
order to be eligible for a teaching license.

https://www.jmu.edu/coe/esc/index.shtml
https://www.jmu.edu/coe/esc/index.shtml
https://www.jmu.edu/coe/esc/index.shtml
https://www.jmu.edu/online/state-authorization/student-policies/licensure.shtml
https://www.jmu.edu/online/state-authorization/student-policies/licensure.shtml
https://www.jmu.edu/online/state-authorization/student-policies/licensure.shtml
https://catalog.jmu.edu/academic-departments/department-middle-secondary-mathematics-education/
https://catalog.jmu.edu/academic-departments/department-middle-secondary-mathematics-education/
https://catalog.jmu.edu/academic-departments/department-middle-secondary-mathematics-education/
https://catalog.jmu.edu/academic-departments/department-middle-secondary-mathematics-education/


2 Education, Initial Licensure in Middle Education Concentration, M.A.T.   2026-2027

Code Title Credits
Required Courses
LED 540 Disciplinary Literacy 3
MSSE 503 Classroom and Behavior Management in a Diverse 

Society
3

MSSE 550 Foundations of Instructional Methods 3
MSSE 607 Curriculum Theory in a Diverse Society 3
MSSE 625 Assessment of and for Learning 3
MSSE 511 English Teaching Methods in Middle Level 

Education
3

or MSSE 512 Social Studies Teaching Methods in Middle Level 
Education

or MSSE 513 Mathematics Teaching Methods in Middle Level 
Education

or MSSE 514 Science Teaching Methods in Middle Level Education
MSSE 515 Content Area Field Experience in Middle Schools 3
MSSE 620 Differentiation of Instruction and Assessment to 

Meet the Needs of Adolescent Learners
3

MSSE 650 Internship Seminar 3
MSSE 665 Internship in Middle Education (taken twice for a 

total of 6 credits)
6

TESL 626 Concepts of First and Second Language 
Acquisition

3

Total Credits 36

Course Title Credits

First Semester

Summer  

MSSE 550 Foundations of Instructional Methods 3

MSSE 607 Curriculum Theory in a Diverse Society 3

MSSE 625 Assessment of and for Learning 3

  Credits 9

Second Semester

Fall  

LED 540 Disciplinary Literacy 3

TESL 626 Concepts of First and Second Language Acquisition 3

MSSE 620 Differentiation of Instruction and Assessment to Meet 
the Needs of Adolescent Learners

3

  Credits 9

Third Semester

Spring  

MSSE 503 Classroom and Behavior Management in a Diverse 
Society

3

MSSE 515 Content Area Field Experience in Middle Schools 3

MSSE 511 
or MSSE 512 
or MSSE 513 
or MSSE 514

English Teaching Methods in Middle Level Education 
or Social Studies Teaching Methods in Middle Level 
Education 
or Mathematics Teaching Methods in Middle Level 
Education 
or Science Teaching Methods in Middle Level 
Education

3

  Credits 9

Fourth Semester

Fall  

MSSE 650 Internship Seminar 3

MSSE 665 Internship in Middle Education 6

  Credits 9

  Total Credits 36


