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COMMUNICATION SCIENCES 
AND DISORDERS, B.A.
Program Director: Yingjiu Nie 
Email: nieyx@jmu.edu

Program Description
The B.A. and B.S. degree program in Communication Sciences and 
Disorders prepares students to work in healthcare and related fields 
and to apply foundational knowledge and skills to entry-level graduate 
education and training for audiology or speech-language pathology or a 
relevant area of study (e.g., psychology, education). The degree program 
provides students with the knowledge and skills to describe components 
of communication in functional contexts and recognize barriers to and/
or solutions for enhanced communication. The program focuses on 
foundational scientific knowledge in communication, swallowing and 
hearing processes, while providing an understanding of symptomology 
of disorders, clinical management and standards of ethical conduct in 
communication sciences and disorders.

Degree Requirements
Degree Requirements Credit Hours
General Education 1 41
Foreign Language classes (intermediate level 
required) 2

0-12

Philosophy course(s) (in addition to General 
Education courses)

3

Major requirements 54-56
University electives 10-22
Total 120

1 The General Education program contains a set of requirements each 
student must fulfill. Some credits may be fulfilled by courses required 
within the major.

2 The foreign language requirement may be satisfied by successful 
completion of the second semester of the intermediate level of the 
student's chosen language (typically 232) or by placing out of that 
language through the Department of World Languages and Cultures' 
placement test.

Major Requirements
Code Title Credits
Required Courses
CSD 200 Introduction to Communication Sciences and 

Disorders
3

CSD 207 Phonetics 3
CSD 208 Anatomy and Physiology of the Speech and 

Hearing Mechanism
3

CSD 209 Speech and Hearing Science 3
CSD 300 Language Development 3
CSD 301 Audiology 3
CSD 314 Pediatric Speech and Language Disorders 3
CSD 318 Aural Rehabilitation 3
CSD 412 Professional Issues and Person-Centered Care in 

Communication Sciences and Disorders
3

CSD 415 Neuroanatomy and Neurogenic Communication 
Disorders 1

3

CSD 416 Adult Neurogenic Communication Disorders 3
PSYC 101 General Psychology [C5SD] 3
PSYC 160 Life Span Human Development [C5SD] 3
EXED 200 Foundations of Exceptional Education 3
MATH 220 Elementary Statistics [C3QR] 3
CSD 470 Methods and Observation in Speech Language 

Pathology
3

or CSD 471 Methods and Observation in Audiology
Subtotal 48
Basic Science Requirements
Requirement to meet basic science requirements for ASHA 
certification standards. Some graduate programs may have more 
specific requirements. Students are advised to check their programs 
of interest early to ensure they are taking the appropriate courses.
One course with BIO prefix 2 3-4
One course with either PHYS or CHEM prefix 2 3-4
Subtotal 6-8

Total Credits 54-56

1 CSD students must take CSD 415; BIO 415 may not be substituted.
2 BIO, PHYS and CHEM courses may also be used to fulfill General 

Education requirements.

Recommended Schedule for Majors
Course Title Credits

First Year

CSD 200 Introduction to Communication Sciences and 
Disorders

3

PSYC 101 General Psychology [C5SD] 3

Biological sciences course 3

General Education requirement and/or B.A. degree requirements 21

  Credits 30

Second Year

CSD 207 Phonetics 3

CSD 208 Anatomy and Physiology of the Speech and Hearing 
Mechanism

3

CSD 209 Speech and Hearing Science 3

PSYC 160 Life Span Human Development [C5SD] 3

EXED 200 Foundations of Exceptional Education 3

MATH 220 Elementary Statistics [C3QR] 3

Physics or chemistry course 3

General Education requirement and/or B.A. degree requirements 9

  Credits 30

Third Year

CSD 300 Language Development 3

CSD 301 Audiology 3

CSD 314 Pediatric Speech and Language Disorders 3

CSD 318 Aural Rehabilitation 3

General Education, electives and/or B.A. degree requirements 18

  Credits 30

Fourth Year

CSD 412 Professional Issues and Person-Centered Care in 
Communication Sciences and Disorders

3

CSD 415 Neuroanatomy and Neurogenic Communication 
Disorders

3

CSD 416 Adult Neurogenic Communication Disorders 3
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CSD 470 
or CSD 471

Methods and Observation in Speech Language 
Pathology 

or Methods and Observation in Audiology

3

General Education, electives and/or B.A. degree requirements 18

  Credits 30

  Total Credits 120


