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ART HISTORY, B.A.
Degree Requirements
Degree Requirements Credit Hours
General Education 1 41
Foreign Language classes (intermediate level 
required) 2

0-12

Philosophy course (in addition to General 
Education courses)

3

Major requirements 39
University electives 3 25-37
Total 120

1 The General Education program contains a set of requirements each 
student must fulfill. Some credits may be fulfilled by courses required 
within the major.

2 The foreign language requirement may be satisfied by successful 
completion of the second semester of the intermediate level of the 
student's chosen language (typically 232) or by placing out of that 
language through the Department of World Languages and Cultures 
placement test.

3 Depends on number of hours needed to fulfill the B.A. foreign language 
requirement. If they are completed in six hours, students should use 
the larger number of general electives to complete a second major or 
minor that complements art or art history or, for students intending 
to pursue graduate degrees, to gain reading knowledge of a second 
foreign language.

Major Requirements
The major in art history requires 39 credit hours in art history and studio 
courses, as the following chart shows. At least six of these credit hours 
must be 400-level art history courses.

Core courses at the 200 level are broad interpretive overviews of art 
history that combine lecture and discussion to permit students to 
learn the content and chronology of world art history; to learn how art 
historians collect, analyze and synthesize evidence; and engage in 
introductory exercises in the discipline. They generally include short 
formal writing assignments and exams with essay sections.

Distributives at the 300 level also combine lecture and discussion, more 
narrowly survey specific periods or cultures and address aspects of art 
historical methodology. These courses require longer formal writing 
assignments and include student research. Courses at the 400 level 
are seminars on specialized topics that center on advanced student 
research. A single course may not fulfill more than one distribution 
requirement.

Code Title Credits
Required Courses
ARTH 205 Survey of World Art I: Prehistoric to Renaissance 

[C2VPA]
3

ARTH 206 Survey of World Art II: Renaissance to Modern 
[C2VPA]

3

ARTH 300 Art History Seminar 3
ARTH 400 Art History Research Portfolio 0
Subtotal 9

Non-Western Elective
Choose one of the following: 3

ARTH 312 African Art: Sub-Saharan
ARTH 325 Topics in Non-Western Art and Architecture
ARTH 418 Modern and Contemporary African Art
ARTH 419 Topics in African Art
ARTH 424 Arts of Ancient Egypt
ARTH 425 Advanced Topics in Non-Western Art
ARTH 484 Art of the Americas

Subtotal 3
Cross-Cultural Elective
Choose one of the following: 3

ARTH 326 Topics in Cross-Cultural Art
ARTH 332 Islamic Art and Architecture
ARTH 426 Advanced Topics in Cross-Cultural Art
ARTH 440 City of Jerusalem
ARTH 446 Renaissance Art and the East
ARTH 488 African American Art

Subtotal 3
Pre-Modern Elective
Choose one of the following: 3

ARTH 312 African Art: Sub-Saharan
ARTH 327 Topics in Pre-Modern Art
ARTH 332 Islamic Art and Architecture
ARTH 424 Arts of Ancient Egypt
ARTH 427 Advanced Topics in Pre-Modern Art
ARTH 440 City of Jerusalem
ARTH 446 Renaissance Art and the East
ARTH 484 Art of the Americas

Subtotal 3
Modern and Contemporary Elective
Choose one of the following: 3

ARTH 304 History of Photography
ARTH 328 Topics in Modern and Contemporary Art
ARTH 360 Nineteenth-Century Art
ARTH 372 Modern Art from 1900-1945
ARTH 380 American Art to 1870
ARTH 382 American Art from 1870
ARTH 404 Topics in the History of Photography
ARTH 406 Monticello
ARTH 418 Modern and Contemporary African Art
ARTH 419 Topics in African Art
ARTH 428 Advanced Topics in Modern and Contemporary Art
ARTH 471 Commemoration and Controversy: Public Art in 

America
ARTH 472 Modern Art Since 1945
ARTH 488 African American Art

Subtotal 3
Additional Courses
Art history electives (300-400 level) 1 12
Studio art and design electives (any level) 2 6
Subtotal 18
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Internship/Independent Study Credit
A maximum of three credits of art history internship, independent 
study or honors course work may be applied toward the major in 
art history. A student may petition the art history coordinator to 
apply six credit hours toward the art history major if the internship or 
independent study course work is directly relevant to the student's 
interests and career goals.

Total Credits 39

1 A maximum of three credits from ARTH 490, ARTH 495 or ARTH 499
may count toward the major.

2 ART 200 may not count as a studio art and design elective.

Museum Studies Concentration
The museum studies concentration enriches the art history curriculum 
by offering course work that examines the critical role that museums 
have played in constructing the discipline and pedagogy of art history. 
History and theory-oriented classes will introduce students to the 
role and function of museums in society and the ways in which 
museums both reflect and perpetuate the values of the cultures that 
create them. Experiential practica or internship courses will expose 
students to the wide range of work conducted in museums, including 
curation, collections management, conservation, education, design and 
installation, media and public relations, publications, development and 
administration.

While the concentration is academic and not vocational, it offers 
students valuable hands-on experience beneficial for admission into 
graduate school and entry into the competitive market of art-related 
professions. Virginia is a state that boasts a plethora of art museums, 
house museums, history museums, and historic and archaeological sites. 
Art history majors who complete the concentration will be well positioned 
for seeking employment in regional and state museums.

The museum studies concentration consists of five courses (15 credit 
hours). Students are required to complete three core courses and two 
elective courses.

Code Title Credits
Required Courses
ARTH/HIST 394 Introduction to Museum Work 3
ARTH/HIST 408 The Museum: History and Controversies 3
ARTH 495 Internship in Art History 3
Subtotal 9
Electives
Choose two of the following: 6

ARTH 301 Institutions and Professions in Art History
ARTH 309 Topics in Museum Studies
ARTH/HIST 
396

History Beyond the Classroom: Public History

ARTH/HIST 
406

Monticello

ARTH 409 Topics in Museum Studies
ARTH 491 Exhibition Seminar
ARTH/ANTH/
HIST 492

History from Things: Material Culture

ARTH/HIST 
493

Historic Preservation

ANTH 494 Field Techniques in Archaeology
HIST 440 The History Museum

Subtotal 6

Total Credits 15


