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ART, B.F.A.
Degree Requirements
Degree Requirements Credit Hours
General Education courses 1 41
Major requirements 81
University elective 1
Total 2 120

1 The General Education program contains a set of requirements each 
student must fulfill. Some of these courses may double count with 
major requirements.

2 The optional art education concentration requires more than 120 
credits.

Major Requirements
The major requires 81 credit hours in art, art history and art related 
courses.

Code Title Credits
Foundation Courses
ARTH 205 Survey of World Art I: Prehistoric to Renaissance 

[C2VPA]
3

ARTH 206 Survey of World Art II: Renaissance to Modern 
[C2VPA]

3

FDS 102 Color and Composition 3
FDS 104 Observational Drawing 3
FDS 106 Form and Space 3
FDS 108 Expressive and Expanded Drawing 3
Subtotal 18
Core Art Courses
ART 105 Introduction to Studio Art 3
ART 305 Professional Practices in Studio Art 3
ART 405 Studio Art Capstone Thesis Seminar 3
Subtotal 9
Introductory Studio Courses
ART 222 Introductory Ceramics 3
ART 230 Introduction to Fibers Processes 3
ART 240 Introductory Metals 3
ART 252 Introductory Painting 3
ART 260 Introductory Black and White Darkroom 

Photography
3

ART 271 Introductory Printmaking: A Survey of Analog 
Printmaking Methods

3

ART 280 Introductory Sculpture: Idea Material Process 3
Subtotal 21
Studio Concentrations
Students must take 12 credits at the 300- and 400-level in a single 
medium from the following concentration options. See below for a 
list of courses in each concentration.

12

Ceramics
Fibers
Metals

Painting
Photography
Printmaking
Sculpture

Subtotal 12
Art History Electives (300-400 Level)
Student must take 6 credits of art history electives at the 300-400 
level. 1

6

Subtotal 6
Art and Art-Related Electives
Art and art-related electives may include courses from art, graphic 
design, architectural design, art education independent study, 
industrial design, internships and study abroad studio courses but 
excludes courses taken to fulfill the studio concentration.

15

Subtotal 15

Total Credits 81

1 Excludes ARTH 397, ARTH 490, ARTH 495, ARTH 497 and ARTH 499.

Ceramics Concentration
Code Title Credits
ART 320 Molds and Casting: Ceramics 3
ART 322 Surface Development: Ceramics 3
ART 324 Potter's Wheel 3
ART 420 Advanced Ceramics (repeatable to 9 credits) 1-3
ART 429 Portfolio Development: Ceramics 3

Fibers Concentration
Code Title Credits
ART 330 Intermediate Fiber Processes 3
ART 332 Woven Structures 3
ART 334 Iterative Structures 3
ART 430 Advanced Fiber Processes 1-3
ART 432 Fiber Installation Art 3
ART 434 Collaboration in Fiber Arts 3
ART 439 Portfolio Development: Fibers 3

Metals Concentration
Code Title Credits
ART 340 Molds and Casting: Metals 3
ART 342 Knifemaking 3
ART 344 Welding and Metal Fabrication 3
ART 346 Color on Metal 3
ART 440 Advanced Metals 1-3
ART 449 Portfolio Development: Metals 3

Painting Concentration
Code Title Credits
ART 352 Intermediate Painting (repeatable for credit) 3
ART 452 Advanced Painting (repeatable for credit) 1-3
ART 459 Portfolio Development: Painting 3
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Photography Concentration
Code Title Credits
ART 360 Digital Photography 3
Choose three of the following: 3-9

ART 362 Experimental Black and White Photography
ART 364 Large Format Photography
ART 460 Alternative Photographic Processes
ART 462 Wonder and Illusion: Origins of Photography
ART 464 The Photograph/Video as Document
ART 466 Performance for the Lens
ART 468 Screen-Based Photography/Video
ART 469 Portfolio Development: Photography

Printmaking Concentration
Code Title Credits
ART 372 Mechanical Reproduction(s): Relief, Intaglio and 

Technology
3

ART 373 Graphic Edition(s): Lithography, Silkscreen and 
Digital Processes

3

ART 470 Advanced Printmaking (repeatable to 6 credits) 1-3
ART 474 Expanded Print Media: Contemporary Printmaking 

and Interdisciplinary Practices
3

ART 479 Portfolio Development: Printmaking and Expanded 
Media

3

Sculpture Concentration
Code Title Credits
ART 380 Conceptual Practice: Sculpture 3
ART 480 Expanded Field: Sculpture (repeatable to 9 credits) 1-3
ART 489 Portfolio Development: Sculpture 3

Art Education Concentration
Coordinator: William Wightman 
Phone: (540) 568-5144 
Email: wightmwh@jmu.edu

Students pursuing art education as part of the B.F.A. in Art complete 
two concentrations, one in their chosen studio art area and one in art 
education. The concentration in art education requires 42 credit hours, 
15 of which apply towards the art and art-related electives requirement 
in the major. Students complete an additional 27 credit hours for the art 
education concentration. The total credit hours for the degree, major and 
both concentrations are 143.

It is necessary to be admitted to the teacher education program prior to 
enrolling in professional education courses. For a complete description of 
admission and retention policies and procedures for teacher education, 
refer to the College of Education (https://catalog.jmu.edu/colleges/
college-education/).

Students seeking the concentration in art education professional PK-12 
teaching licensure are encouraged to consult regularly with the program 
coordinator of art education. The undergraduate degree leading to 
licensure must include the following minimum requirements in art:

• Nine credits must be earned in art history and art appreciation.
• Six credits must be earned in ceramics and crafts, with a minimum of 

one course in ceramics.

• Six credits must be earned in three-dimensional media, with one 
course in sculpture.

• Twelve credits must be earned in four different two-dimensional 
media.

• Twenty-seven studio credits, with a minimum of six credits in each of 
three separate studio areas.

Code Title Credits
Art Education Concentration Requirements
ARED 300 Elementary Art Education Methods 3
ARED 302 Secondary Art Education Methods 3
ARED 400 Visual Arts Across the Curriculum 3
ARED 480 Student Teaching 1 16
ARED 490 Field Experiences in Art Education 2 6
ART 304 Methods of Art Criticism 3
EDUC 200 Foundations of Education in the United States 3
LED 420 Content Area Literacy, K-12 2
PSYC 160 Life Span Human Development [C5SD] 3

Total Credits 42

1 Taken twice for a total of 16 credits.
2 Taken concurrently with ARED 300, ARED 302 and ARED 400 for 2 

credits three times for a total of 6 credits.
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